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Cedicol.
Cedicol: T would like to respond.
Thank you very much for that comment. I think you’re right. The interest of the
student should start at a young age. In the Philippines, we are reorienting the
students from the elementary up to high school level, so that upon graduation, after
high school, they would be able to ask themselves, "Shall I proceed with the
agricultural program or should I go to another field? Medicine, for example." So I think
1t is important that we spark the interest of the students at a very young age, connect
agriculture to food, nutrition, how it is good for our health and for the health of our
parents, and the supply of food in the markets. These things they should know.
In the Philippines we have reintroduced school gardening and nutrition sensitive
agriculture, and this is a big project, some of which is funded by the European Union
and some by our own Philippine government. I think it is very important and it is
effective.
On the comment about JICA or other agencies already talking about this 30 or 40 years
ago, I think the problem is that we haven’t moved forward a big leap. We just did a few
things. That’s why it’s very important that for every plan, for every program that we
funded, we have to have this regular evaluation every three years. Did we achieve our
objectives? Did we not? What things should we drop and what things should we
pursue?
On the issue of Dr. Kato of JICA about the students learning English, yes, it’s not
enough just to learn conversational English. It is important that we prepare the

students before embarking on an overseas trip. Prepare them well, give them the
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intensive training for English, talking, writing, and vocabulary. It’s true, you have to
have this dictionary, and we do that also in our training, so that they would feel
confident when they arrive in the country. They will grapple with the problem of
culture shock, and if they cannot speak well they will be all the more lonely out there.
So it is very important that we support our students before they leave the country and
explain to the parents what kind of support services we are giving to the students so
that they will not worry too much.

For international agriculture, we have this experience in SEARCA that we sent a
Vietnamese student to France for a PhD "sandwich" program to do research on
dragonfruit. The reason why we call it international research is because the
perspective of Vietnam is being shared with the perspectives of France. Then, what she
learned from France is being brought back to Vietnam and shared. When we produced
the publication for this dragonfruit, we shared it with those who grew dragonfruit in
different countries like Cambodia and Thailand. How do we produce very good
dragonfruit with the red flesh? Because some countries could not produce very nice
dragonfruit with the red flesh, only the white flesh. Things like that. So I think it’s
another perspective of looking at international agriculture.

TAKAGI: But that is international collaboration, international exchange, not
international agriculture.

Cedicol: No, the international agriculture part is the transfer of that knowledge to
different--

TAKAGI: We just prepared--

MALE AUDIENCE MEMBER: Knowledge exchange.

TAKAGI: It’s the meaning of the terminology, but someone ASANUMA said that he is
going to prepare international agriculture. Is that for international agricultural
collaboration or exchange or those things--

Cedicol: It’s also part of the international cooperation in agriculture.

TAKAGTI: Yes. So I think a global network is necessary.

Cedicol: 1 agree with you. Global networking would be also a component of that

international agricultural research. Thank you very much.
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